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Purpose of the Presidents’ Round Table (PRT)

The PRT is an affiliate organization of the National Council on Black American Affairs (NCBAA). Founded in
1983, the Presidents’ Round Table is the national organization of conununily college chief executive officers.
Priorities of the organization include the successful matriculation of African American students and employment
opportunities for African Americans in community colleges across the nation with special emphasis on grooming
future presidents.

New Officers and Goals for the Executive Committee

What a pleasure it is for me to serve as your new convener! Those of you who attended our spring meeting in April
selected us as your new officers I speak for each of us when I say we will work individually and collectively to move
the organization forward as we embark on a fairly modest agenda for the next year or so.

Officers/Executive Committee Title
Dr. Helen Benjamin, Convener Chancellor
hbenjamin@4cd.net Contra Costa Community College
925229 1000x 1210 District
California
Dr. Andrew Jones, Secretary Vice Chancellor for Educational
acjienes@dcced.edu Affairs
214 860 2129 Dallas County Community College
District
Texas
Dr. Thelma Scott Skillman, Treasurer President
and Lakin Institute Coordinator Folsom Lake College
scottst@flc.losrios.edu Los Rios Community College
916 608 6572 District
California
Dr. Ken Atwater, Membership Chair President
and Directory Coordinator South Mountain Community
ken.atwater@smcmail.maricopa.edu College
602 243 8150 Maricopa Community College
District
Arizona
Dr. Charles A. Taylor, Past Convener President
taylorc@tncc.edu Thomas Nelson Community College
757 825 2711 Virginia




This summer, we have held several planning meetings in which the following goals have been established: (1) increase
awareness of the Presidents” Round Table (PRT) among our members and increase membership and participation in PRT
activities; (2) make progress on the African American Male Initiative (AAMTI);, and (3) strengthen the relationship
between the NCBAA, our parent organization, and the PRT.

Serious work has already begun on these goals: more than 120 members from across the United States have already been
identified; we have held a meeting with the executive committee of the NCBAA and established goals for the two
organizations; and a coordinator for the AAMI has been identified.

I look forward to working with each of you as we continue to pursue the goals of our organization. Your support and
participation are needed and requested.
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Special Thanks to Dr. Vernon Crawley

Dr. Crawley stepped down this year after serving as treasurer for the PRT for over 25 years. He did a
superior job of managing the financial assets of our organization. We are all grateful for his dedication
and the significant role he has played in the stability of our organization.

African American Male Initiative W

In our fall 2006 meeting in Portland, Oregon, PRT, under the leadership of Dr. Charles Taylor, committed itself to
addressing issues related to the declining participation of African American Males in higher education. We have shown
our commitment to this effort by (1) hosting a summit of more than 100 representatives of higher
education, K-12 public education, fratemities, sororities, non-profit and community

. organizations, social service agencies, and community activists to address the issue on April 6,
2008, in Philadelphia; (2) presenting at national conferences in which we shared data and
expertise, and discussed options; (3) forming four regions to immediately begin work on the
project; (4) hiring a coordinator for the African American Male Initiative (AAMI); and (5)
developing a logo which is shown here.

AFRICAN+ AMERICAN
MALE INITIATIVE

Lakin Institute for Mentored Leadership and Fall PRT Meeting

The deadline for submission of applications for the 2008 Lakin Institute has been extended to August 31, 2008.
Our 15™ annual Lakin Institute for Mentored Leadership and our fall PRT meeting will be hosted by the Dallas County
Community College District, Dr. Wright Lassiter, chancellor. Considerable planning has been done in preparation for
these two important events. Please show your support by urging participation in the Institute, the alumni reunion for the
classes of 1994 through 2007, and by attending the fall meeting.

Activity Dates Fee
Lakin Institute October 18-24 $500
Alumni Reunion October 24-26 5175
PRT Fall Meeting October 24-26 None

Please contact Dr. Andrew Jones for registration information.




Gravenberg Selected as AAMI Coordinator

A national search was conducted for this position which was approved by the PRT in April. We
received seven applications. The executive committee, augmented with Dr. Charlene Dukes,
president of St. George’s Community College in Maryland and Dr. Jennifer Wimbish, president of
Cedar Valley College in Texas, served as the interview committee.

Dr. Eric Gravenberg was selected for the position. Dr. Gravenberg has an extensive background in
higher education, especially in working with successful and innovative programs that promote educational equlty access
and success for African American students in general and African American males in particular. He holds bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in black studies and public administration, respectively, from California State University, Chico,
and a Ph.D. from Columbus University in New Orleans. He has served in senior administrative positions at Alliant
International University, California State University, Sacramento, and Howard University. His work with us will be
from September 1 through June 30, 2009.

PRT Fall 2008 Meeting and Professional Development Activities

The following schedule of activities has been planned for our time together in October. If you plan to attend the PRT fall
meeting, please email us at pri@-4cd.net so that we can plan accordingly. Also if you have items you would like to add
to the business meeting agenda, please let me (Helen) know. Thanks!

Date Time Activity
Friday, 10/23/08 12:00 noon-2:00 p.m. | Lunch and dialogue with Lakin Institute Class of 2008 and Lakin alumni
2:00-3:30 p.m. PRT business meeting, including discussion on special initiatives
6:00-9:00 p.m. Lakin closing banquet
Saturday, 10/24/08 8:30-10:00 a.m. Concurrent sessions: The CEO and the Media, Still Chasing the Dream

Café conversations between/among CEOs, alumni and mentees on a
10:00a.m.-12:00 noon | variety of topics to be determined

12:00-1:30 p.m. Lunch with a special update on the AAMI project
1:30- 7:00 p.m. Free time
7:00-10:00 p.m. Reception and dinner program
Worship, Friendship West B.C.
Sunday, October 25 | 9:30-11:00 a.m. Dr. Frederick D. Haynes, Pastor

Accommodations and Flight Information
For Institute, alumni reunion, and PRT meeting activities, rooms are being held under PRT and Lakin Institute.

Crowne Plaza Hotel --14315 Midway Road, Addison, Texas
214 259 0116 (phone), 972 980 8877 (FAX)

Room rate $99.00 plus tax per night

Flight arrangements should be to the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport which is a hub for American Airlines.




NCBAA Leadership Development Institute for Mid Level Administrators

The annual institute will be held in Baltimore from October 13, 2008, to October 17, 2008. Please urge mid-level
managers or faculty members to attend this powerful institute. Your support of this program is needed in order to
continue the pipeline it provides for the Lakin Institute and the contribution both programs make to increasing the
number of African Americans in community college administration. For information or to nominate a candidate for the
NCBAA program, contact Dr. Marian Shivers at marianshivers@bellsouth.net or 770 361 1277.

2009 PRT Directory of African-American CEOs

It is time once again to update our directory. Again this year, Dr. Ken Atwater has agreed to provide the leadership for
this project as well as serving as our membership chair.

Updating your page:

The process to update your page in the directory should be quick and easy since the 2007 directory is on the Presidents’
Round Table web page. Please use the following process to access and update your page for the 2009 directory:

1. Go to the following web page: http://www.ccc.edu/roundtable/members.shtml
Click on “2007 Presidents' Round Table Directory” toward the bottom of the page to launch an Adobe PDF
2007 version of the Presidents’ Round Table Directory.

3. Find your page in the 2007 directory and note the page number.

4. Select the “print” option under the pull down “file” menu.

5. Inthe Print Dialog Box, select the “printfrom  to ™ option, and enter your page number in the “from” and
“to” fields.

6. Click “OK” to print your directory page.

7. Review your page for edits. Please ensure that your edits are legible and easy to understand (what to add and
what to delete).

Please submit your edits to Dr. Atwater by Monday, September 15:

Fax to: 602-243-8108 or
Email to: ken.atwater(@smcmail. maricopa.edu or
Send to: President’s Office, South Mountain Community College, 7050 South 24t Street, Phoenix,

Arizona, 85042

We can use your photo from the 2007 directory or you can submit a new digital photo for your 2009 directory page. Let
me know if no edits are necessary for the 2009 directory, and we will publish your page with the same text/photo used in
the 2007 version. If we do not hear from you, it will be necessary to send reminders for your edits. Contact me if you
are not able to print your directory page, and we can fax a copy of your 2007 directory page to you.

If you do not have a page:

If you are not in the 2007 directory, please send a digital photo of yourself along with biographical information in same
format as in the current directory to the addresses above.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation!




Job Announcements
The Alabama Community College System announces the following presidential searches:

Bevill State Community College, Sumiton, AL
Gadsden State Community College, Gasden, AL
Lurleen B. Wallace Community College, Andalusia, AL

Send nominations to:

Bradley R. Byrne, Chancellor
Alabama Department of Postsecondary Education
Division of Legal and Human Resources
P.O. Box 302130
Montgomery, AL 36130-2130
334 242 2993

Applications are available at: v+
The Last Word

Have a great semester/quarter! Please join us in Dallas. We are updating our website at
hitp://www.ccc.edu/roundtable/index.shtml so that it contains current information.




